g                                  THE FIRST VOYAGE [Nov. I59I-Feb. 1592
from the king of Zanzibar divers times unto us about the
deliverie of the priest aforesayd, and afterward by another
which we caried thence along with us; for wheresoever we came,
our care was to get into our hands some one or two of the
countreys to learne the languages and states of those partes
where we touched. Moreover, here againe we had another clap
of thunder which did shake our foremast very much; which wee
fisht1 and repaired with timber from the shore, whereof there is
good store thereabout of a kind of trees some fortie foote high,
which is a red and tough wood and (as I suppose) a kind of
cedar. Here our surgeon, Arnold, negligently catching a great
heate in his head (being on land with the master to seeke oxen)
fell sicke and shortly died; which might have bene cured by
letting of blood before it had bin setled. Before our departure
we had in this place some thousandweight [i.e. ten cwt.] of
pitch, or rather a kind of gray and white gumme like unto
frankincense, as clammie as turpentine; which in melting
groweth as blacke as pitch, and is very brittle of itselfe, but we
mingled it with oile, whereof wee had 300 jarres in the prize
which we tooke to the northward of the Equinoctiall, not farre
from Guinie, bound for Brasil.
Sixe dayes before wee departed hence, the cape marchant of
the [Portugal] factorie wrote a letter unto our capitaine in the
way of friendship, as he pretended, requesting a jarre of wine
and a jarre of oyle and two or three pounds of gunpouder; which
letter hee sent by a negro (his man) and [a] Moore in a canoa.
We sent him his demaunds by the Moore, but tooke the negro
along with us, because we understood he had bene in the East
Indies and knew somewhat of the countrey. By this negro we
were advertised of a small barke of some thirtie tunnes (which
the Moores call a junco2), which was come from Goa thither,
laden with pepper for the factorie and service of that kingdome.
Thus, having trimmed our shippe as we lay in this road, in the
end we set forward for the coast of the East India the 15 of
February aforesayd, intending, if we could, to have reached to
Cape Comori [Comorin], which is the headland or promontorie
1 Strengthened with a wooden support.
3 The term junk (Malay jong) is now restricted to Chinese ships, but in the
seventeenth century it was used of any Asiatic seagoing vessel.